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€LINICS. and kind of symptoms, and amenability to 

aa treatment. As an illustration of this, and 
PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. to exhibit the mode of treatment found most 
Service of Dr. Hodge. ’ efficacious, the following cases are published. 


Reports of two cases of Puerperal Peri- They occurred during the attendance of Dr. 
tonitis, which occurred in the Lying-in Hodge. 
Wards of the Pennsylvania Hospital,in' 1. Elizabeth Smith, a young woman of 
the spring of 1843. By F. W.Sareent,, a nervous temperament, was confined with 
M. D., Resident Physician. her first child, on Wednesday, April 12th, 
Attached to the Pennsylvania Hospital is 1843. During the two or three weeks after 

a lying-in department, in which about fifty ; her admission and previous to her confine- 

women are delivered annually. The wards; ment, her health had been very good. 

devoted to this purpose occupy a building} Labour pains came on on Tuesday even- 

entirely distinct, and at a distance, from the} ing, and on Wednesday at 6 o'clock, a. ™., 

other wards of the Hospital. They are} she was delivered of a healthy boy of about 

quite spacious and airy. the ordinary size. Her labour was not at 
Almost every year, cases of puerperal fever } all tedious nor difficult. 

xecur here, varying very much in severity} She appeared to be doing very well until 
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10 CLINICS. 


Thursday evening, when she felt a little un- ' 
easy, had some headache, a slight accelera- 
tion of pulse, &c., to relieve which, a dose 
of castor oil was administered. 

About 2 0’clock, Friday morning, she was 
seized with a violent pain extending sud- 
denly from the back around to the groins; 
the pain continued at intervals until half- 
past 4 o'clock, when she presented the fol- 
lowing symptoms: The abdomen was some- 
what distended, and yielded a_ resonant 
sound on percussion, and was slightly pain- 
ful on pressure at its lower part, just above 
the pubis; but she moved her limbs freely, 
could take a prolonged inspiration, and 
cough, without any increase of uneasiness. 
The pain was intermittent and of a griping 
character; she had some little nausea; her 
tongue was slightly furred; the pulse was 
about 100, quick and soft. 

Under the impression that these appa- 
rently trifling symptoms were owing to | 
some gastro-intestinal irritation produced by - 
the oil which she had taken, a large, hot, flax- 
seed poultice was placed upon the abdomen, 
and an enema of mucilage was directed, 

On visiting the patient at 10 o’clock, on 
Friday morning, with Dr. Hodge, we found 
that the pulse was about 115, possessing 
some degree of resistance; the abdomen was 
moderately distended with flatus; the pain 
developed by pressing upon the abdomen 
was rather more diffused, extending up to- 
wards the stomach, though most marked 
just above the pubis; a deep inspiration in- 


~~ 


In the evening, the symptoms had some. 
what ameliorated; the abdomen appeared t, 
be less tender upon pressure, and when she 
took deep inspirations; the bowels had bee, 
moved, and the urine voided freely; the pulse 
was very soft, but more frequent, (128); the 
skin moist; secretion of milk rather more free. 
lochia as before; respiration easy; counte. 
nance less anxious; she complained of some 
headache and nausea, with acidity of stomach, 

A mucilage enema was ordered, and ap 
antacid mixture p.r.n. Diet—gruel, &e, 

Saturday morning: she felt more com 
fortable, having slept several hours during 
the night; secretion of milk a little more 
abundant, though not as much so as we had 
hoped for; tenderness of abdomen developed 
only by firm pressure at its lower part to- 
wards the right side. Pulse as before. 

In the evening, she complained of feeling 
more uneasy than in the morning; pressure 
upon the abdomen gave rise to more pain, 
yet this was not increased by motion of the 
limbs, or by turning from side to side, or by 
the weight of a large poultice; the pulse 
beat 124, was soft but quick; countenance 
composed. 

V. S. ad Sxiij. R.—Calomel gr. ij, p. 
opii. gr. 3. M. ft. pil. q. h.s. 18.—Empl. 
vesice 5 X 8 upon the abdomen, between 
the umbilicus and pubis. 

Sunday morning. She felt much better, 
having slept a great part of the night; she 
had been awakened two or three times by 
an uneasy feeling in the stomach and bow- 


creased the pain, but motion of the limbs ¢ els, and had two large and watery passages 


and of the body did not produce the same 
effect. Her bowels had been moved twice 
freely since evening. The lochia still con- 
tinued, and the secretion from the breasts 
had begun to be established, though as yet | 
it was very scanty. The skin was warm 
and moist, the tongue furred; no headache. ’ 
The patient acknowledged, for the first time, 
that on the previous evening she had felt a 
slight chilliness creeping over, but that it 
was so slight as almost to have escaped her | 
recollection. 

She was bled 3xij, when the pulse be- 
came very weak, and a condition approach- ° 
ing to syncope was induced. Ordered —JR. 
Hydrarg. chlor. mit. gr. x., pulv. opii. gr. j. 
M. ft. pulv. Continue poultice. 

Small portions of barley-water were al- 
lowed her as a drink, and to induce a freer ° 
secretion of milk, the child was put to the 
breast every three hours, 


‘ 
¢ 
4 
¢ 


from the rectum. No headache; skin cool; 
entire freedom from pain; the finger could 
be passed into the vagina, and the uterus 
moved about upon it without producing any 
suffering; the os uteri was patulous; lochia 
continued, but less abundant than before: 
secretion of mamme diminished, only afew 
drops of a dark, oleaginous fluid can be 
squeezed from the nipples; pulse 120, quick 
and soft. ‘The blood drawn from the arm, 
presented an imperfectly formed crust upot 


' the clot, which was rather large, and floating 


in the midst of an abundant serum. Tongue 
dryish, becoming brown in the middle. 

A large enema of warm water was of 
dered, to be followed by an injection con 
taining 50 drops of laudanum. [k.—Calo 
mel gr. v., pulv. jalap. gr. xv. M. ft. pul. 
A large hot poultice was placed on the ab- 
domen, and a tablespoonful of wine-whey 
given every two hours. 
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CLINICS. il 


In the afternoon, the act of vomiting 
brought on an attack of pain of a cutting, 
Junging ebaracter, which continued for 
yout half an hour, and subsided upon the 
sjministration of an anodyne enema. 

In the evening, her pulse was very feeble, 
, mere trembling of the artery, (120); en- 
tirely free from pain; countenance appears 
s litle sunken; tongue dry and covered 
with a brownish crust; extremities cool and 
clammy; bowels moved twice since morning. 

R.—Quinia sulph. gr. j-, q- h. &, alter- 
nating with k.—Ammonie carb. gr. X. 
Wine whey 3j. every 2 hours. Beef tea. 
Tr. capsici was used as a rubefacient to the 
extremities. 

She slept pretty well during the night, 
and on Monday morning the pulse was 
sower and fuller, each beat of the artery 
being more distinctly defined; skin warm, 
not clammy; inner surface of lips, and teeth, 
dry and glazed. 

In the evening, the tongue was more 
moist; pulse more frequent and feeble; re- 
spiration more laboured; countenance more 
decomposed; rather more soreness of abdo- 
men; frequent vomiting of a dark green, 
sur liquid; lochia and milk suppressed; 
skin again cool and clammy; restless, and 
sleepless, 

The same treatment continued, with 3). 
of solution of morphia every hour, to induce 
sleep. , 
Tuesday morning : countenance more 
collapsed; dark livid circles beneath the 
eyes, which were dull and heavy; extremi- 
ties clammy; pulse scarcely to be felt; 
bowels moved very frequently during the 
night; feces and urine passed in bed and 
involuntarily; occasional vomiting of the 
same dark greenish black fluid. She passed 
a sleepless and unquiet night. 

Brandy punch was directed for her, and 
strong chicken water seasoned with cayenne 
pepper; and to check the diarrhcea, a mix- 
‘ure consisting of chalk, Tr. catechu, and 
laudanum, was administered every hour. 

In the evening, the diarrhea had ceased, 
but the prostration was still greater. 

Wednesday morning. Tongue entirely 
clean and more moist; pulse more distinct; 
frequent Vomiting during the night, with 
‘avoluntary and repeated discharges of feces. 

R.—Pulv, camphore 3}; Spt. lavandule 
0. 13); mucilag. acacia fZv. M. f3ss. 


' tered, and blisters were applied to the calves 
of the legs. 

She died at 54 o’clock on Thursday 
morning. Her intelligence remained unim- 

, paired, but she was unable to articulate 
_ during the last six hours of her life. 

Autopsy 12 hours after death. Present, 
Drs. Hodge, Meigs, and Pepper. 

No emaciation. On opening the abdo- 
men, the small intestines were observed to 
be distended with flatus. The convolutions 
of the intestines were covered with lymph 
and pus; the peritoneum covering the uterus, 
bladder, and adjacent portions of intestines 
were minutely injected, of a bright red 
colour, and these different parts were united 
to each other by soft, false membranes. In 
the pelvis and in the fosse on each side of 
the spine, were found several ounces of 
serum, rendered turbid by the admixture of 
pus and lymph. 

The right ovarium greatly congested; left 
ovarium healthy. Fimbriated extremities 
of fallopian tubes congested, and distended 

‘with serum. Between the fallopian tubes 
and ovaries, the broad ligaments were thick- 
ened and minutely injected, and minute 
points of lymph and concrete pus were con- 

‘tained between the laminw of the perito- 

’neum, not in the vessels themselves. 

The uterus seemed to be perfectly healthy; 
its veins were traced out with the utmost 
‘ care, but no evidence of phlebitis could be 
discovered. The veins of the legs were also 

examined, and were equally with the uterine 
veins free from disease. (A day, or two be- 
fore death, the patient complained of tender- 
ness and soreness in the calves of the legs, 
if the muscles were pressed upon in those 
regions; this phenomenon, with the low 
grade of her symptoms, favoured the suppo- 
sition that she was suffering from phlebitis.) 

The stomach was distended with flatus, 
and contained also a considerable quantity 
of greenish fluid, similar to that which had 
been vomited during life. 

Kidneys slightly congested; spleen large 

and soft. Heart and liver healthy. Lungs 
slightly congested, but in other respects 

healthy. No old pleuritic adhesions. 

, Case 2. Mary Toft, aged 22, a very vigor- 

: ous and healthy Irish woman, was confined 

‘ with her second child on Tuesday, April 18, 

' 1843. Her first labour been quite rapid 
and easy. At this, her second confinement, 


q hes, alternately with the chalk mixture.) the head of the child descended into the 


An anodyne enema was also adminis- 


; cavity of the pelvis in the first position of 
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the vertex, but flexion and rotation were , 
but very imperfectly accomplished; conse- 
quently the labour was very much impeded. | 


At length the forceps were applied by Dr. 
Hodge, and the child safely delivered alive, 
The labour, from the commencement of the 
first stage, occupied about 22 hours, from 
Monday afternoon, until Tuesday at 1 
o'clock, Pp. M. 

During the next 24 hours succeeding her 
delivery, she was troubled with “ after pains,” 
the severity of which was mitigated by the 
administration of morphia and camphor 
water. 


About 11 o’clock on Wednesday morn- 


ing, having but just before assured the at- 
tendant that she was perfectly free from 
pain and uneasiness, she was seized with a 
very severe rigor, from which a full reaction 
had taken place at 2 o'clock, Fr. m. The 
pulse was now full, and strong and hard, 
beating 140 in the minute ;—skin hot; 
ardent thirst; headache; tenderness on pres- 
sure upon the abdomen below the umbilicus, 
to the right;—a full inspiration was cut 
short by the occurrence of severe pain, but 
the limbs were freely and extensively moved 
by herself without producing any uneasi- 
ness. 

kt.—Hydrarg. chlor. mit. gr. x., p. opii 
gr. j. M. statim sumend. A large hot 
fomentation was applied to the abdomen, 
covering the whole of it; a mucilage enema 
was administered, and she was bled in the 
recumbent position until she was made faint, 
having lost 3 xx. 

Two hours afterwards, the pulse having 


again acquired force and frequency, she was - 


bled 3 viij., when faintness again was in- 
duced, and a teacup full of the compound 
infusion of senna was given every two hours 
until a free operation upon the bowels was 
produced. 

At 10 o'clock in the evening, she was 
free from pain of any kind; she could move 


her limbs, take a deep inspiration, or cough, | 
and turn from side to side with impunity ;— | 


pulse soft. 


kk.—Liq. morphie sulph. 3ij., spt. ether | 


nit. gtt. xv. M. statim sumend. 
arrow-root were allowed as drink. 


Sago, or 


She slept quite soundly during the night, 


and on Thursday morning, was perfectly 
free from pain, or’sereness of the abdomen. 

kt.—Pulv. ipecac. et opii. gr. xvi., in ch. 
No. iv. dividend. S. Take one every two 
hours. 
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The same favourable condition continue 
through this day, and the following, 
| Friday morning. \&%.—Calomel gr. x, 

p- opii. gr. j. M. statim sumend, 

Saturday, April 22d.—Doing well; suf. 
cient supply of milk for the child; lochiy 
continued freely. 

All medicine omitted, except occasionally 
a dose of morphia to keep her quiet, anj 
composed. 

April 23d.—In evening, had some head. 
ache, with heat of skin, and some uneasiness 
in bowels; no fecal evacuation since morp. 
ing. Pulse 110, soft. 

R.—Pil. aloes et assafcetid. M. ij. q.h.s, 
with a few grains of carb. potass. given oc. 
casionally in the form of the etfervescing 
draught. Next day quite comfortable, 

25th.—In the morning she was suddenly 
seized with severe pain at the lower part of 
the abdomen. No pain in moving from side 
to side; uneasy if she takes a long breath; 
some flatulent distension of stomach; vomit- 
ed two or three times a green fluid. Bowels 
moved once during the night. R.—Calo- 
mel gr. X., p. opii. gr. j. M.statim. A large 
enema of mucilage was directed. 

The calomel was followed in a few hours 
by a dose of oil, and in the evening she was 
again perfectly easy. ‘The bowels had been 
freely moved; abdomen soft, without sore- 
ness; pulse frequent and feeble; skin moist 
and relaxed. She complained of feeling 
weak. 50 drops laudanum were given by 
enema, and a small portion of wine was 
added to the arrow-root, (5j. to Oj.) which 
she used as a drink. 

26th.—Recurrence of pain in right iliac 
fossa, so sharp as sometimes to interfere 
with respiration, Countenance somewhat 
sunken; dark areola beneath the eyes; skin 
moist and warm; pulse 120, soft; no disten- 
sion of abdomen. 3v. blood were taken by 

‘leeches from the seat of pain in the right 
» iliac fossa. 

The bowels were operated upon by small 
but repeated doses of rhubarb and magnesia 
’ in mint water. 
29th.—Pulse 90, soft, and regular; some 
' pain remaining in abdomen. 

k.—Empl. vesicc. 5 x 3, to cover the 
painful spot. Diet, chicken water, tea and 
toast. 

On the 5th of May, she was allowed to 
; sit upa shorttime. ‘Thenceforward she had 
{no unpleasant symptom, and all medical 
. treatment was suspended, excepting some 
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~ id aperient, as occasion called for it. She ‘ M. D., Prof. of Chem. and Mat. Med., Joun 
” discharged on the 13th of May, per-» M’Lran, M. D., Professor of Pheory and 
er Pract. of Medicine, and M. L. Kvapp, M. 
am |  D., Prof. of Obstetrics and Diseases of Wo- 
ton le : 
Uv. 8, NAVAL HOSPITAL, she Children. Prosector, A. W. Da- 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. - We have before us the interesting intro- 
W. S& W. Ruscunxpercer, M. D+» } ductory lecture delivered by Dr. Brainard 
Surgeon, Sitas Horses, M. D,, Passed ' a+ the opening of this college. 
{ssjstant Surgeon. sk 
. Admitted in December, 1843,—Ophthal- ' Epilepsy—Dr. Jxo. M. B. Hanven, of 
nia, 3; Gonorrheal Do. 1; Bronchitis, 4; Liberty Co., Georgia, has communicated to 
Intermittent fever, 1; Acute rheumatism, 1; ‘a southern paper, an account of some cases 
Typhoid fever, 3; Chancre, 33 Bubo, 15} o¢ Epilepsy occurring in negro children on 
Jaundice, 1; Hemorrhoid, 1; Erysipelas, 4; plantation in the county in which he re- 
Jncised wound, 1; Gonorrheea,1. Total, eh OL Str rrnanee have spread by 
ischarged.—Chronic rheumatism, 1 5; imitation, and was completely arrested by 
Remittent fever, 2; Intermittent Do., 2; | threatening the patients with a whipping 
Syphilis, (eruption and sore throat,) 2; Do. ’ should they have further attacks. Dr. H. 
Bubo and Chanere, 4; Do, Chancre, with , calls attention to the similarity of the symp- 
phymosis, 1; Do. Chancre, 2; Gonor thea, : toms in these cases to those attributed to the, 
|; Stricture, 1; Ulcer, 3; Acute theuma- > so called, mesmeric influence, (one of the 
usm, 3; Ophthalmia, 3; Chronic bronchitis, patients exhibiting no sensation when a pin 
|; Jaundice, 1; Erysipelas, 2. ‘Total, 29> 105 thrust to some depth in her flesh in 


tbe ’ different places in the leg, arm, face and lips,) 
Discharged fromm service at his own re- > and offers some judicious remarks on the 
pet F hina, 3, ’ subject. He entirely rejects the explanation 
Died—Erysipelas, 1; Phthisis, 1. of the mode of production of these pheno- 
Remsining, December 31st, 79. _mena, given by the advocates of animal 


‘ magnetism. 


: -. ' Sir Astley Cooper on Hernia.--This 
MEDICAL NEWS. ' great work ‘A bets dopentiaied with all the 
ee ‘ plates, by Messrs. Lea and Blanchard, in 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. nerd too and sold at a smal! price. 
Pennsylvania Hospital—Clinical In- | 
struction.—The course of clinical instruce } FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
ey meine during the past summer at > Purification of air without renewing tt. 
He Pennsylvania Hospital will, we under- —The Courier Francais states, that a most 
Saud, be continued during the ensuing one. curious experiment has been lately made in 
— : 2 - Rome ny the hospital of the Salpetri¢re at Paris with 
and hes its os x “A is sa a machine invented by Dr. Payerne, called 
isn ond Pan Wu kn ee eae which is to purify 
be ada vege Visits to the wards will the air, without renewing it, in hospitals, 
— oe ee = prisons, mines, diving bells, and, in general, 
seuting Penta) tgp 0 - oe in all places where the air has been vitiated. 
leie: © practice oF the: his experiment, which excited the greatest 
: interest from the important results to be de- 
va ‘rived from its success, was witnessed by 
Rush Medical College.—This is the title deputies from the Academy of Sciences, the 
of a college established at Chicago, chartered | Administration of Hospitals, and by several 
‘y the legislature of Illinois, in March, 1837. } distinguished chemists and physicians. Dr. 
The faculty was not organized until October } Payerne entirely succeeded in what he pro- 
“stand the first session opened only on the ’ posed, viz. to purify the air completely in an 
ith of December, 1843. The faculty con- enclosed space without communication with 
“stof Daten Bratnann, M. D., Professor) the external air. The thermometer, at the 
of Anat, and Surgery,Jamzs V. Z. Brawery, } same time, descended several degrees. Dr. 
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Payerne proposes, in a few days, to make an 
experiment with his machine on a diving bell 
in the Seine, by which the divers may remain 
an indefinite time under water without com- 
munication with the atmospheric air.— 
London Med. Gaz., Nov. 1843. 

Substitute for white lead—The great 
frequency of disease produced by lead in 
those engaged in the manufacture or use of 
this article, has recently lead to some inves- 


tigations with a view to the discovery of a. 


substitute for cerussa. Ata meeting of the 
Academy of Sciences on the 13th of Nov. 
last, M. Ruolz read an account of his re- 
searches on this subject. It appears that the 
number of persons affected with saturnine 
aflections, admitted into the Hospital de 
Charité during six years, was 1163; of these, 
406 were workmen employed in white lead 
manufactories, and 385 painters. In 1841, 
the department of the Seine furnished 302 
patients—69 painters, 233 workmen in 
white lead manufactories; 12 deaths, 1 case 
of insanity. Of the 233 workmen, 161 
came from the establishment at Clichy, near 
Paris, the only one in which it is manufac- 
tured in large quantities. None of the hopes 
founded on peculiar processes of fabrication, 
have been realized; the only certain method 
by which so numerous a class of workmen 
(Paris alone reckons nearly 8000) may be 
preserved, is to employ, instead of cerussa, a 
compound containing no lead. Of the nu- 
merous substances tried, two only appear to 
possess the necessary conditions—utility, 
economy, and salubrity. ‘The one, an arseni- 
cal compound, was rejected, because, though 
inoffensive in itself, it might easily be ren- 
dered dangerous in criminal hands. ‘The 
other, the white oxide of antimony, was cho- 
sen after numerous trials, for it offers all the 
qualities of cerussa; is obtained by 
process from the native sulphuret 
mony; is one-third cheaper than cerussa; 
mixes easily with oil; is not injurious to the 
workmen who prepare it, nor the painters 
who make use of it; finally, if adopted, will 
give a stimulus to the working of the ne- 
glected mines of antimony, which abound in 
France. 

Extirpation of the uterus by the large 
abdominal section.—Mr. A. M. Heatu, of 
Manchester, relates in the London Medical 
Gazette, the case of a woman admitted into 


an easy ; 
of anti- : 
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abdominal tumour, which on consultation 
, Was unanimously pronounced ovarian, anj 
fairly adapted for extirpation by the |arg. 
, abdominal section. ‘The section was aceor4. 

ingly made, when the tumour came jp) 

view, and proved to be the uterus Containing 
_a fibrous tumour growing from the muscula; 
_ structure of the organ, immediately beneath 
the mucous membrane, at the fundus. The 
entire uterus was removed, and the patient 
died seventeen hours afterwards. 

The editor of the Medico-Chirurgical Re 
view, in commenting on this case, says, 
‘¢ We would not willingly be accused of an 
pressing attempts to enlarge the domain of 

successful operative surgery. But it is well 
to check the passion which is prone to pre. 
vail epidemically for great and hazardous 
operations. ‘I'he removal of diseased ovaria 
is one of this description. Were we to trust 
to some recent reports, this would seem to 
be as easy as amputation of a finger, and 
rather more successful. But, if this pro- 
ceeding is resorted to as freely as it seems 
likely to be, we venture to predict that a 
liberal discount of disasters must be deducted 
from the sum-total of success.” 
Dipsopathia,—-the latest medical hum- 
bng.—Priessnitz has got a rival close to his 
own castle! About four miles from Graeilen- 
berg, in the lovely valley of Lindiviesse, Dr. 
Schrott, an old school-fellow of the apostle 
of hydropathy, has started a cuRE-aLt, in 
opposition to the Silesian peasant. His 
methodus medendi is no vile imitation of 
that of the far-famed practitioner of Graeffen- 
berg. Itis a veritable antipous. ‘The one 
inculcates the drinking of water, and water 
only. Schrott forbids water and all other 
fluids—and thus cures by thirst!—Medico- 
Chirurg. Rev., Jan. 1844. 
Antagonism of Phthisis and Intermt- 
tent Fever.—Dr. Gouzée, chief physician to 
the Military Hospital, Antwerp, in a note 
addressed to the editor of the Gazette Medi- 
cale, says, “'The partisans of this opinion 
affirm that phthisis is unknown in countries 
} where marsh miasma reigns.” ‘This may be 
: true with some, but certainly is not the case 
,at Antwerp, where, though intermittent 
» fever is endemical, phthisis is very prevalent. 


Thus, from 1834 to 18 12, of 453 deaths at 
, the Military Hospital, 123 were caused by 
: phthisis, or one in three and two-thirds. 


the Manchester Union Hospital, with a large ; During the first six months of 1843, of 17 


teaths, 9 
one-half, 
re valent 


ean exist 

f mol 
trated th 
remark | 
the tow! 
Ty. Bou 
io Antw 
reign si! 
prevent 
Times, . 

Nex 0 
fyrition 
statistic! 
Chirorg 






purpose 
has a Ve 
nee Uf 
arition 
jofant. 

fecided 
male ar 


Month 


Ext 
operat 
cessful 
Bird a 
by Mr 
Coope 
met w 
the 0] 
patien 
remov 
of the 

Th 

Med, 
tics of 
seCtiO 

It | 

It | 
in 18 
from 
remal 
Wis 
mour 
tumo 
rema 


M 








ent than usual. 
can exist as tO t 
+ mortem examinations having demon- 
the existence of tubercles. The same; of injecting the former fluid into the veins 
remark is applicable to the inhabitants of , of various animals; and his experience, con- 
the town; therefore, the law announced by ’ trary to that of former observers, went to 
Dr, Boudin is not without an exception; for, 
in Antwerp, phthisis and intermittent fever 
rizn simultaneously, and the one does not 
revent the development of the other.—Jiled. 
Times, Dec. 1843, 


Extirpation of dropsical ovaria.—This 
operation has recently been performed suc-: M. Malgaigne, editor of the Journal de 
cessfully by Mr. Southam, Dr. Clay, Dr. F. 
Bird and Mr. Lane; and with a fatal result } that on investigation he found many of the 
by Mr. A. Key, Mr. Greenhow, and Mr. B. | 
Cooper. Mr. Walne is also said to have | 
met with some unsuccessful cases. 
the operation was left incomplete, but the . successful list. M. Henroz, editor of I.’Ex- 
patient recovered; in another, the ovary was 
removed, but the patient died from the effects’ des Hépitaux, also attacked the report of M. 


ee following is given in the B. and F. 
wei. Kev. for Jan. last, as the present statis- 
‘cs of the operation by the large abdominal 


I “a been attempted 37 times. 
} . ( 

‘thas been actually performed 28* times; as not having transgressed the bounds of sci- 

4 of these cases the patients recovered 

“om the operation, in 10 they died: of the 

remal . ° - o . . . Ld 

Was men nine cases in which the operation | publicly uttered (injures publiques), the 
¥ Incomplete, either because the tu-| fyrmer fined 200 francs, with 500 frances 

Nours could not be removed, or because no’ 


a ' : 
— existed, 3 terminated fatally, the 
maining 6 recovered, } 


€s@ must be added t 
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4 were from phthisis, or more than) in the course of the past summer stated to 
one-half, though intermittent fever wasmore the French Academy of Sciences, that 
Moreover, no doubt | 
he nature of the disease, the | tween the constitution of milk dnd that of 


having been struck with the analogy be- 


the blood, he had repeated the experiment 


prove that those animals (except, from some 
unascertained cause, the horse,) not only 
supported the operation without injury, but 
that the globules of milk served the purpose 
of those of chyle, and became eventually 
‘transformed into blood globules.— Lancet, 


Sex of the child and the safety of Par-s from Gazette des Hépitaux. 
‘yrition—Professor Simpson has made a 
statistical communication to the Medico-. 
Chirurgical Society of Edinburgh, for the 
purpose of proving, that the sex of the chiid 
hasa very marked and demonstrable influ- 
nce upon the safety of the process of par- ; the editors of three of the Medical Journals. 
rition, in regard both to the mother and) The facts of the case are these. 

infant. This was due to the'slight but’ 
ecided difference of size in the heads of 
male and female children.— Lond. and Ed. . 
Monthly Journ, Med. Sci., Jan. 1844. 


Orthopedic controversy in Paris.—The 
medical profession in Paris have been greatly 
excited, recently, by an action for libel insti- 
tuted by M. Guerin, the orthopedist, against 


M. Guerin published a statistical report of 
1394 cases of deformity, treated by him in 
his orthopedic wards at the Hoépital des 
‘ Enfans, nearly all of which were stated to 
‘ have been cured. This statement was re- 
ceived with great suspicion by the profession. 


Chirurgie, severely criticised it, and asserted 


cases reported as cured, were scarcely if at 
all benefited, and in several instances the 
, same patient figures more than once on the 


perience, and Vidal, the editor of the Gazette 


Guerin, but unfortunately for them, they did 
not like M. Malgaigne confine themselves to 
an examination of the incriminated report, 
but indulged in personal remarks. 

The trial, which lasted five days, has now 
terminated. M. Malgaigne was acquitted, 


entific discussion, whilst MM. Henroz and 
Vidal were condemned for improper language 


damages, and the latter 100 francs, and 300 


francs damages. 
«The excitement,” says the London 


Lancet, “which the trial has occasioned 


Mik Gisectod! fate the ess ol 
Wk injected into the veins.—M. Donne,’ jn the French medical world is unprece- 


‘dented. It has been generally felt that 


he successful opera. M. Guerin’s action was a direct attack 


d by our skilful countryman, Dr. ‘ . ; . ‘ d . 
; t if 
See Aimericaa po Lae a he against the liberty of discussion, an that i 
es for January, 1841. 


| the charge of libel was substantiated against 
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


his opponents, any thing like free literary , fever has recently been brought forwran 


criticism of medical works and assertions 
would be at an end. A. protestation was 


drawn up in Paris in favour of the principle 


of liberty of discussion in scientific journals, 
and has been signed by the editors of all the 
reviews, &c., by the physicians and surgeons 
to the hospitals, and by the great mass of 
medical practitioners. ‘The French medical 
journals have teemed for the last six weeks 
with adhesions to this protestation from all 
parts of France, and even from Corsica and 
Algeria. ‘This* manifestation has, in fact, 
been truly electrical in the professional circles 
of Paris. 
the topic is likely to be kept in view for a 
short time longer, MM. Vidal and Henroz 
having appealed to a superior court against 
that portion of the decision of the Tribunal 
Correctionel which condemned them to fines 
and damages.” 


Animal with mamme on the back.--The 
existence of the Coipo, an animal supposed 
to be fabulous, has recently been verified. Mr. 
Ackerman, a naval surgeon, has sent several 
specimens, preserved in spirits of wine, to 
M. Lerebouillet, a professor of natural history 
at Strasbourg. A memoir by Mr, A. on its 
anatomical and physiological history was 
read to the French Academy of Sciences on 
the 27th of November last. This animal 
inhabits the small lakes and ponds in South 
America, in which there are reeds. It has 
four nipples on each side of the body; in. 


We have now only to add that, 


. to find that our judgment in regard to the 
_ has been fully confirmed by the concuren 


high terms of commendation: 


one animal in a state of pregnancy, they | 
were from one-third to half an inch long, ' 


and the first was placed behind the shoulders 
and the last above the hip. 


> 


Castration performed on the patient by } 
himse/f.—-An old gentleman, having suffer- | 


ed most excruciating pain with a scirrhous 


testicle, one night, when alone, was mad-. 


dened to such a degree with pain, that he 
took hold of the spermatic cord with the 
finger and thumb of the left hand, caught 
the testicle in the right hand, and com- 
menced twisting, and he continued till he 
severed it. He told me himself it took fif- 
teen rounds hard work. No hamorrhage ! 
naturally followed, nor did any other bad 
symptom.—- Med, Times. 


Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever.—A : 
strong array of evidence in support of the : 
doctrine of the contagiousness of puerperal } them. 


‘Several papers on the subject have been pu! 
lished in the Provinctal Medical Jouypy,t 
In a paper in the No. of that Journal ; 
Dec. 2, Mr. Storrs maintains that the disea 
is contagious; that it originates from » 
animal poison, chiefly erysipelas and its o». 
sequences, but sometimes typhus fever; 4.) 
that it possesses the power of producing y 
discriminately erysipelas, typhus, and a fey 
in the male resembling the puerperal. 

TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS, 

Watson’s Lectures on the Principleseng 
Practice of Physic.—These Lectures we 
selected for the Library department of (i; 
publication, because we believed them \ 
present the very best and most comple 
digest of the principles and practice of med; 
cine in our language; and it is satisfactr 


























opinions of the medical press, both of thi 
country and of England. In the last \ 
of the British and Foreign Medical Review 
these lectures are noticed in the following 


“The medical profession is under gre 
obligations to the gentlemen, whoever they 
were, who induced the author [{ Dr. Watson’ 
to publish his lectures in their present fora, 
as its members have thus obtained for the 
help and guidance a better and complete 
system of medical practice than they wee 
before possessed of; and the medical le 
ture of this country has been enriched bys 
work of standard excellence, which we ct 
proudly hold up to our brethren of oth 
; countries, as a representative of the actul 
state of British medicine as professed an 
practised by our most enlightened phys 
cians. And, for our own parts, we are 0% 
only willing that our characters as scientit 
physicians and skilful practitioners may * 
deduced from the doctrines contained in! 
book, but we hesitate not to declare ou! 
lief, that for sound, trustworthy princip 
and substantial good practice, it cannot ° 
paralleled by any similar progactinh® in ab) 
other country.” r 

«“ We would advise no one to set hins4 
down in practice unprovided with a cop 

We have received by the steamer, 
British Journals for January, and are © 
abled to lay before our readers some of ® 
more interesting articles of intelligence ™ 
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